The field performance of fifteen peach and plum based rootstocks of different vigour 18 (Adesoto, Evrica, Garnem, GF 677, HM-2, Krymsk 
6
Cumulative yield per tree and yield efficiency (cumulative yield in kg per final TCSA) 125 of each rootstock were computed from the harvest data. At each harvest, 50 fruits were 126 sampled from each tree and they were used to determine fruit weight (g). 127 128
Analysis of data 129
Data were evaluated by two-way variance (ANOVA) analysis with the program 130 SPSS 17.0.0 (SPSS, Inc., Chicago, USA). When the F test was significant, means were 131 separated using Duncan's multiple range test (P ≤ 0.05). Regression analysis was 132 carried out by Pearson's correlation. 133 134
Results 135

Tree mortality 136
At the seventh year after grafting, replant conditions generated varying levels of 137 tree mortality, being higher with the peach based rootstocks (Fig. 1) . PAC 960 rootstock 138 experienced the highest tree mortality with 75% of dead trees (only 2 trees survived); 139 thereby it was not included in the rest of the study. Other rootstocks that suffered high 140 tree mortality were HM-2 and PAC 9907-02 with 63% and 50% of dead trees, 141 respectively. HM-2 experienced progressive tree mortality with 38 % and 50 % of dead 142 trees in 2007 and 2008, respectively (Fig.1) . However, PAC 9907-02 suffered high tree 143 mortality at the end of the experiment with 0% and 13% of dead trees in 2007 and 2008, 144 respectively. At the seventh year after grafting, low mortality was found in Evrica, 145 PADAC 9907-23 and ROOTPAC ® 40 with only a single dead tree (13%). In contrast, 146 all trees grafted on the plums PAC 9801-02 and Tetra survived well exhibiting 147 homogenous growth. Isolations from root samples taken from dying trees confirmed the 148 presence of the fungus A. mellea in most cases. 149 Fig. 1 
SPAD values 151
Chlorophyll concentration, as determined by SPAD, was significantly affected 152 by rootstocks the years it was measured (Table 2 ). In the first bearing year, 'Calrico' 153 leaf chlorophyll concentration was significantly lower when grafted on PAC 9907-02 154 and PAC 9917-26. In 2009, 'Calrico' showed a significant higher leaf chlorophyll 155 concentration on Adesoto and Evrica, followed by GF 677 and PAC 9801-02, and again 156 a lower concentration on PAC 9917-26, followed by PAC 9907-02 ( stone fruit production, was assessed in the present study. Table  5   Table  4 HM-2 and PAC 9907-02, seven years after planting probably due to the replant disease. 
